
Page 1 of 8 

 

eNewspaper Clippings 
July -13-14, 2010 

TOI 

July 13 

Power discom signs MoU with IIT-D  
 

New Delhi: Power discom BSES Yamuna has entered into an MoU with IIT Delhi enhancing industry-academia 
interactions and cutting-edge research. The initial duration of the MoU will be three years.  
   ‘‘This collaboration will focus on how to leverage and bring the next-level or SMART technology to the power 
distribution business,’’ said BYPL CEO Ramesh Narayanan.  
   BYPL officials said this collaboration will also focus on providing better value proposition to consumers by 
minimizing variability of services through technological interventions. ‘‘This will further improve quality and 
reliability of power supply,’’ said officials. TNN  

July 14 

DU plans own television network  
 

DU is working to bring on air a television network of its own to speed up the system of information flow and 
connect the large number of colleges on its rolls. The University wants to upgrade it to a capacity where it can 
operate a television network and is in negotiation for an MoU to give a final push to the project. PTI  

Whiz kid Tathagat becomes youngest IIT faculty at 22  
 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK  
 
Mumbai: Most IITians liken the generational gap between themselves and their faculty as the difference between 
MS-DOS and Windows. This semester though the teenagers on IIT-Powai campus can look forward to someone 
much younger, rather a physics faculty who has just entered his 20s.  
   At 22, Tathagat Avatar Tulsi who has never taught in a classroom is likely to be a breath of fresh air as he says 
that would ask his students how they’d want to be taught. ‘‘I’ve never taught in a class. But I believe I can come 
down to the level of a student and help them understand the subject,’’ he told TOI.  
   Having completed high school when he was nine, his graduation in science at 10, an M Sc in Physics at 12, and 
his Ph D in Quantum Computing from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, at 21, Tulsi, says he is 
going to write to the Limca Book of Records to include him as the youngest faculty in the country.  
   Having achieved a lot pretty early in life, Tulsi may seem like a young man in hurry. But he has set a huge task 
for himself — to come up with an important scientific discovery, which will probably lead him to his ultimate 
dream: to own that shining piece of gold with Alfred Nobel on the obverse.  
   The ‘‘wonder boy’’, who suffered humiliation in August 2001 when a delegation of scientists taken by the 
Department of Science & Technology to Lindau in Germany for an interaction with Nobel laureates, suggested 
that he was not a thinker, but a ‘‘fake prodigy’’ who had ‘‘mugged up’’ theories. But, putting that behind, the 
Patna boy will stay on the Powai campus in the faculty quarters and work towards achieving that dream.  
   That ‘‘not-so-distant’’ goal is probably why Tulsi chose teaching over a vocation. ‘‘I want to pursue my research 
and at IIT-Bombay, I’ll have the leisure to continue my research and one day set up a lab focused on quantum 
computation in our country.’’ Going to foreign shores is hence currently not on Tulsi’s plans. He chose the Powai 
college over Waterloo University, Canada, and the Indian Institute of Science Education & Research (IISER), 
Bhopal, both of which had also offered him teaching jobs.  
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EARLY START: Tathagat Avatar Tulsi (centre) with his parents in Patna  
 

Bring students from all boards on a par, IIT panel tells HRD  
 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK  
 
Mumbai: In case you thought you’d have a head start in getting into IIT if you enrolled for Class XII in a school 
board known for leniency during evaluation, you’d be mistaken.  
   Although Union HRD minister Kapil Sibal has mooted the idea of a pan-India uniform science curriculum, the 
public technical schools have decided to design a method of normalizing the Class XII marks of all engineering 
aspirants and bring them on a par, suspecting that boards may jack up marks to provide an undue advantage to 
their students.  
   The final report, ‘‘Alternative to IIT-JEE, AIEEE and state JEEs’’, will be submitted next week to Sibal and will 
include a clause which states that although, to begin with, 70% weightage will be assigned to the Class XII 
marks, its importance could be scaled up or down in future. ‘‘Moreover, we’ll be normalizing the marks in some 
fashion to bring students from the varied boards on a par,’’ said a committee member.  
   In February, the HRD ministry set up a committee headed by IIT-Kharagpur director Damodar Acharya and 
comprising IIT-Madras director M S Ananth, IIT-Bombay director Devang Khakhar and IITRoorkee head S C 
Saxena, to cut the multiple entrance exams for engineering and alter the selection process in such a manner that 
Class XII marks were factored in.  
   After holding meetings with stakeholders across the country, the IITs discussed the report internally with each 
campus to get inputs from their faculty members.  
 

ET 

July 13 

Health and HRD see eye to eye on medical education  
 

Decide To Work Together On Issue Of Accreditation  
 
Urmi A Goswami NEW DELHI  
 
 
   THE health ministry will collaborate with the human resource development ministry on the issue of 
accreditation of medical education institutions. The two ministries have been at odds over the control of medical 
education. The new draft of the National Council for Human Resource in Health (NCHRH) has proposed a 
subsidiary body, the National Committee for Accreditation, which will register and accredit medical colleges. In 
keeping with HRD ministry-piloted National Accreditation Regulatory Authority for Higher Educational Institutions 
Bill, the proposed National Committee for Accreditation will seek approval from the proposed authority.  
   Sources said the proposed committee will frame parameters and standards for accreditation, and then have 
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these approved by the national authority proposed by the HRD ministry. It is likely that this committee, in turn, 
could set up further agencies for accreditation, which would operate within the parameters set out by the 
accreditation committee of NCHRH.  
   The health ministry has made it clear that even though the accreditation of medical education institutions 
would stick to the system laid out in the national authority proposed by the HRD ministry, this should not be seen 
as acquiescence on the issue of regulatory oversight.  
   “Medical education is too complicated and important and therefore regulatory structures must have technical 
expertise to be able to take informed decisions. Also, the proposed regulatory body National Commission for 
Higher Education and Research vests the power of deciding about institutions to universities. Accreditation of 
medical institutions and academic content requires technical expertise. Once the institutions are found to be 
acceptable by the NCHRH, the institutions can approach universities for affiliation,” a senior official said.  
   The issue of regulatory oversight still remains unresolved. The HRD ministry has argued that the task force 
which is preparing the framework for the National Commission for Higher Education and Research is keen to 
bring medical education under its fold. HRD ministry officials have argued that till the task force submits its 
report to the minister, no final decision on the issue can be taken. Interestingly, even as the HRD ministry has 
decided to keep the issue of regulatory oversight on medical education in abeyance, the Prime Minister’s Office 
has made it clear that medical education would fall within the purview of the NCHRH.  
   In keeping with this mandate, the health ministry has reworked the NCHRH. In the proposed overarching body 
for the health sector, activities have been separated as much as possible. The proposed NCHRH Bill provides for 
setting up several subsidiary bodies each of which will independently perform one of the many essential tasks in 
governing medical education, all of which are currently performed by the Medical Council of India (MCI).  
 
HEALTH CHECK-UP  
 
Diagnosis  
In keeping with HRD ministry-piloted National Accreditation Regulatory Authority for Higher Educational 
Institutions Bill, the proposed National Committee for Accreditation will seek approval from the proposed 
authority.  
Prescription  
Health ministry has made it clear that even though accreditation of medical education institutions would stick to 
the system laid out in the national authority proposed by HRD, this should not be seen as acquiescence on the 
issue of regulatory oversight.  
Benefits  
In keeping with the mandate from PMO, the health ministry has reworked the NCHRH. In the proposed 
overarching body for the health sector, activities have been separated as much as possible.  
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Senior students will help freshers tide over IIT blues 
Online forum launched for first-year students to get queries answered 
Mihika Basu 
To ensure smooth transition for new students in to campus life, the Indian Institute of Technology-Bombay (IIT-B) has started an 
online forum for first-year students. The freshmen forum will allow new entrants to post their doubts and queries and get them 
answered by senior students. The forum, which is an extension of IIT-Bs student mentorship programme, will come in handy for 
students even before they actually join the institute.  
“All students, who have been allotted a seat at IIT-B, get a notification of their admission. This year along with their acceptance 
letter, we have sent a letter to all parents informing them about the online forum. The forum will be a platform for freshers to get all 
their concerns addressed before they join the institute,” said Rahul Srinivasan, coordinator of the student mentorship programme. 
According to Srinivasan, who is a final-year student at the IIT-B, the aim of the forum is to ease concerns of first-year students, 
which range from academic to emotional issues, and also to prepare them mentally to settle down into the IIT environment. “All of 
us, at some point of time have had similar concerns. So, this platform is extremely useful as the freshers can tap into the 
experience gained by their seniors,” added Srinivasan. 
The query sections in the forum have been divided into several categories - academic, infrastructure (facilities available on/off 
campus), hostel affairs (rooms, allocation), extra-curricular activities and general doubts. 
Each of the queries posted by freshers is answered online by a specific student mentor — a senior student — from IIT-B. “We get 
several posts related to academics. Students want to know what the rules are for a branch change. Some students dont like the 
department allotted to them and are unsure of its future prospects. They want to know if they can opt for the second round of 
counselling,” said Srinivasan. 
And, its not just about academics, first-year students are also keen to know about the happening places to eat and shop around 
the campus. “They also want to know about extra-curricular activities on the campus, and ways in which they can get involved with 
Techfest and Mood Indigo,” said Srinivasan. 

 

 

 


